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LUXURY IS NOT THE ART OF ACCUMULATING, BUT OF REMOVING

A living oxymoron, suffice it to say that Norway is a land of Spartan luxury. A silent and withdrawn luxury, just like 
its people. But the breath taking nature and enchanting landscapes of this corner of Scandinavia attract only the 
wealthiest of visitors due to exorbitant cost.

The Spartan luxury of the Lofoten Islands, Norway

Impressive landscape at Lofoten -Norway



The prestige of the country is in line with 
the high standards of education among its 
citizens, who are avid readers. In Norway, 
the mentality is less is more. An example of 
this is the eco-friendly, stylish Thon Svolvaer 
Hotel overlooking the main square and har-
bor of Svolvaer, the unofficial capital of 
Lofoten Islands. The primary aim of the ho-
tel is to achieve efficiency and functionality, 

followed by comfort and all things aesthetic. 
Perhaps this is due to the fact that the out-
standing beauty of the place is everywhere 
to be seen, through large windows from 
which are visible islands, islets, yachts, and 
the fairly busy life of the bay. 

Anker Brygge is the Lofotens’ finest resort 
and consists of exclusive rorbuer (fisher-
mans cabins) and suites. All the apartments 

Svolvaer, the unofficial capital of Lofoten.
The ideal base for adventures around the archipelago



are furnished in an individual, personal 
style. The quayside building that today 
houses Anker Brygge was built in 1880 
and was formerly a fish landing station, 
complete with saltworks and barrel fac-
tory.  In the delightful scenario, magnifi-
cent yachts can be seen cruising the wa-
ters, but also a number of fishing boats. 
High-profile chefs come to the Lofotens, 
such as those who work at the Brygge 
Hotel in Henningsvaer, the most famous 
fishing village in Norway. Though fish is 
an important part of the menu, it is not un-
common to see a client - who had been 
out fishing – asking a chef to cook up a 
fresh catch. It’s an atmosphere of gen-
uine luxury, distinguished by northern 
Norwegian informality.

Jorge Luis Borges said that, “it is as if all 
the Scandinavian wars and books had 
never actually existed; they remain iso-
lated and have left no trace”. Located 
above the Arctic Circle, Lofoten is an ar-
chipelago with mountains that rise from 
the sea, cutting the sky with high peaks 
that resemble its many Lutheran church 
spires. A region with a long tradition in 



The eco-friendly, stylish Thon SAvolvaer Hotel overlooking the main square



fishing, Lofoten is one of the great gems of this 
Northern Emirate: a country of fiords, winds, 
stockfish, and sturdy people who are used to 
hard work. 

Since the 1970s, the country has become a 
great exporter of crude oil, but this has not 

much altered the disposition of its inhabit-
ants. They have put in place new strategies 
to help manage their resources wisely. Unlike 
the Arab countries, the petrodollar earnings 
have not been wasted on ostentatious build-
ings by famous architects in their pursuit to 

A concert of the Lofoten Chamber Music Festival,
an event with high profile international music artists.  



create ever-taller buildings. On the contrary, a 
sovereign fund was created in Norway to ben-
efit future generations: the Norwegian govern-
ment global pension fund, more commonly 
known as the Petroleum Fund and the larg-
est sovereign fund in the world. The patrimo-
ny guarantees five million Norwegian inhabit-
ants a credit of Euro 160 000 each. However, 
it is not as much a social democracy as it re-
flects a culture of social equity and savings that 
comes from folk wisdom. A culture that is be-
ginning to yield fruitful results, if we consider 
that the fund has shares in nine thousand list-
ed companies around the world, two percent 
of global equities belonging to Norway, the 
fourth richest country in the world after Qatar, 
Luxembourg, and Singapore.

Wealth here does not generate ostentation or 
opulence, and to a certain extent we might say 
this mirrors Giorgio Armani’s adage: “luxury is 
not the art of accumulating, but of removing”. 

One of the chicest cultural events in the country 
is the Lofoten Chamber Music Festival, an event 
with high profile international chamber music 
artists, such as the Fauré Quartet, Danish String 





Quartet, Engegard Quartet, and Isabelle 
Faust, Etoile of the Lucerne Festival. Mezzo-
soprano Marianne Beate Kielland, the exqui-
site lied singer who is profoundly Norwegian, 

took a dive into the cold waters of the Lofoten 
at the stroke of midnight, after the concert. It 
was a bright summer night with the sun just 
above the horizon, but the cold water did not 

in July 2016, will take place the second edition of the Trollfjord concert: 
to reach it you’ll need a boat 



discourage the singer, a proud inhabitant of 
the Lofoten Islands, where reconciling an in-
ternational career with a remote location is 
challenging. Here, the festival is more down 
to earth than in other parts of the world, and 
simplicity is the tagline.

The art of Norwegian modesty is an entic-
ing element that leads us to discover this rich 
corner of the world. A good occasion will be 
the next Lofoten Piano Festival, in July 2016, 
and the concert at Trollfjord, the gem of the 
Lofoten archipelago. A rather unique and 
plush concert will take place there, but to 
reach it you’ll need a boat to sail up to where 
the current is harnessed by sharp cliffs over-
looking the sea, still snow-capped even in 
July.


